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Reading, Pennsylvania implements citywide wireless video surveillance

August 29, 2008 at 9:11 AM by Esme Vos

Reading, Pennsylvania (pop. 400,000) is installing a municipal wireless video surveillance network. In phase one
they are setting up 22 cameras around the city and providing 4.9 GHz mobile access to police officers. The
backhaul is the fiber optic network owned by MAW Communications. The city has partnered with Wi4Net, a
division of CelPlan Technologies.

“We are implementing this video surveillance system as part of a larger effort to reduce crime in our City, and we
are extremely excited with the broad support in our community,” said Chief William Heim with the City of
Reading Police Department. “CelPlan was able to offer a perfect balance between cost and performance with
their hybrid fiber-wireless backbone approach which allowed us to optimize our grant funds allocated for the
project.”

Video surveillance is the fastest growing application for municipal wireless broadband networks. Police
departments claim that they are very effective. Residents, although fearful of invasions of privacy, accept it, if it
results in a significant reduction in crime.

I recently posted articles about video surveillance implementations, including an interview with Lt. Tony
Crawford of the Dallas Police Department about the Dallas video surveillance project. One of the most surprising
findings (at least for me) is that it’s not the residents who are initially opposed to the new video surveillance
systems, it’s the police officers.

Related stories on video surveillance in municipal wireless networks:

Two Georgia municipalities go wireless for public safety and video surveillance
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Granbury, Texas to deploy wireless video surveillance

Southlake, Texas uses Wi-Fi for video surveillance

Korean city deploys muni wireless for public safety and free Internet access

Korean city deploys muni wireless for public safety and free Internet access
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. Recent Comments

o I think this will help. I am a surveillance consultant, and have implemented many systems. My
clients who own stores/offices/hotels have already helpe...
Joey Cepeda on McAllen, Texas installs wireless video surveillance network
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o I'm biased of course, but I believe wireless surveillance esp. when combined with hi-res [P video,
caching, and analytics at the edge of the network, ...
Tom Sharples on How will Obama’s victory affect wireless video surveillance projects?

o [...] chance at a bunch of federal dollars. Of course, not everyone is happy at the idea of incumbents

getting a slice of the federal pie and I can[7...
Broadband Bytes Doubleheader Edition: November 22-December 5, 2008 » Free UTOPIA! on Open letter to President-

elect Obama: please don’t send the stimulus money to the telecom incumbents
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o Open letter to Obama: don't send stimulus money to AT&T
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o Mobile Internet: What is WiMAX's role?

o New WiMAX Report: Why the New Clearwire gives WiMAX its best chance at success in the US
marketplace

o Now live: Sidecut Net Neutrality Report

o Tucson, Arizona Wi-Fi feasibility study: cost estimates for setting up citywide Wi-Fi

o WiIMAX networks in France hit serious delays: a lesson for other countries?

o View all Resources >
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If XOHM offered WiMAX service in your city today, would you subscribe?
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